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The reli2nce that was at first pli-lced cn agri- 

cultural ClOpS and practices and on methods 31’ livestock production prevailing 

in the countries from ?~liC~i the earlr emigrants cane tc America was com~2~.red 

with present-Iday practices in r:ild-life conservation and production b:~ Paul 

G. Zedington of the United States Depart..:lent cf Acricnlture in an address be- 

fore the Third Xew 3n&&~ Forestry Congress sllich met February 1 at %rtford, 

Conn. 
-. A Ir. BC.li.L;tPil, ::hO is chief of the Bureau of Diolo<ical Su.rvey, sai.d: 

“A retrospective view of agricultural developments from the time of tiie early 

colonists and pionenr aettiers impresses one with the fat t, t,hat fr,:m the very 

, first, the chief reiianon has been placed on agricultural crops and practices 

which :vere known in other countries, and vlith ryJ;iich the people LVho settled 

this country and gave rise to its present popuiaticn were familiar.” Similar13 , 

‘he said, livestocli. prodxtion TQS at first based chiefly on imported doxastic 

strains, and a vast amount of effort bp trial and c;rrr)r had been expended to 

improve crops and stock and to s&apt them to coxlitions here bd'ore trained 

scientific workers undertook to solve the problems with modern rcscarch met:lods. 

“On numerous game farms, fur farms, and 7ild-life refuges, and in pu-olic 

and private forests ,‘I Yr. Bedin~:tnn continued, “th?ere have heen added to our 

program of .production certain qecies of wild life native to this Comtry. In 

ollr opinion this has not been done t.o the extent that is desirable and warranted. 

In fact development of this field is urgsntlz needed tc round out the program 

of profitable utilization of our forest and other areas, especially those not 

@;TL’j.ril;~ of an agricultural type. It That this kind of research and experiment 

18s nni, h+om ,-a.~: Pi1 1;. a-.~~pp~~~‘I;~4 h-y t7w Fod~ral and St.atr pverments as it 
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deserves was cmp’nasizcd ag of importance in Lw-s%&I~ prodmtfton and prai’its 

from land and water areas. i 

Practical forestry, Xr. Redin&on be1;-&-es, ~111 more and more recognize 

the value of animal and bird life as national assets, and will consider the 

planting of trees and shrubs to provide food for wild life. He anticipates an 

extension of "specialized lines of prcduction that should supplement current 

practices "and add to the recreational and,monetary values of land so used, by 

increasing materially the food and fur supply and affording the spiritual up- 

lift that comes from contacts with wild life in the cpen. As an aid to such 

developments Xr. Rcdington' spoke with qqroval of the recently enacted 

PbcSweeney-IJcNary bill, which incl-ides in its program of forest research the 

study of the wild-life resources and problems of forested areas. 

Discussing the development of water areas including swamps and lakes, 

Xr. Redington sqrcssed disapproval of many extensive drainage proposals and 

cited nuTnerous instances in which lands row in swamp were more valuable tIhan 

cultiva.ted acrecage near-by. He mentioned the Suisun marshes in SOlanC Colmty, 

California, mostly in possession of nrivats shooting clubs, and "valued at far 

beyond what they would be if used for grazing or agriculture." He also men- 

tioned areas in Grange and southern Los Ansoles Counf,ien,, ?vhere artificial 

ponds have been crested, sqplied from artssian wells designed to flood dry 

lands and create sho3ting aTeas, thus :;dr'.in< g;~~~a.C,ly to their VPJU~. Another 

area where increase in waterfowl 'nas led to increasing land valuations~-SZLid--r- 

Mr. Redington, is along the Potomac R;;ver and parts of the Chesapeake Bay, 

vi7here in suitable places the values have enhanced 3'0 to 400 p?r cent in recent 

inq more ad.q=te attention to the prodi3ction on upland areas of valuable fur 

bearers," Eany areas in the vicinity of the Great La&s have proved valuable 

as fur farms, and one Wisconsin fur farmer recently made a shipment of pelts 

valued at more than $l,OOO,OOO. Fish production and fur farming, he explalnefi, 

can often be carried on together. 



Full development of the game possibilities of the forests, said :Tr. 

Sedington, involves ::lany problems. 3i.g game in some areas ‘has frequentl;T 

multiplied too rapidly, to the detriment of trees and forage and livestock 

production, and until forests were so injured that the game starved. “So~ever, 

under wise management, game can add materially to the economic production of 

the forests. Vise .yanagement will require research and experimentation and 

will demand the control of such destructive species as porcupines, woodchucks, 

and other rodents, wolves and coyotes, and certain ‘birds of prey. 

Control l?rorl~, which is under the supervision of the Biological Survey, 

is highly profitable to agriculture and forestry, Mr. Xedington said, giving 

numerous examples of enhanced land values caused by such control of rodents 

and predatory species as ‘has made possible increased production of livestock 

and of such valuable game species as deer, grouse and wild turkeys. 

In conclusion, Ilir. iiedington pointed out the possibilities of improving 

wild life species t,o make them more adaptable to economic and recreational 

uses. 

West remarkable results have been accomplished by such efforts in im- 

proving strains of wheat, corn, and oats. The question that should be con- 

sidered is whether nature has dcne all that can be done in the development or 

improvement of our native wild life species. Little has as yet been under- 

taken in the way of experimental investigations employing modern methods de- 

signed to bring about improved strains of game and fur-bearing animals. Xence 

we are not in position to say to Fhat extent it might be possi’ole to stock or 

restock areas suited for the production of these forms with varieties that 

might prove hardier and more adaptable. It is possible that such animals might 

be made more attractive for the chase or the table, or more valua’ole for tIleir 

fur . . 

We have a vast natural resource in our wild life that has been ex- 
ploited all too long, and now, by research, control, conservation, and pro- 
duction it must be developed to the fullest practicable extent. Only as we 
remember that we are only trustees, not owners in fee, of this important national 
asset, can we pass on this heritage or its equivalent to those who come after 
US.” 


